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Jean Hannon, one of the found-
ers of Historic Ellicott City, Inc.,
died on October 27, 2008. She was
82 years old. Our town would not
be the vibrant, successful place it is
today without the efforts of Jean and
her friends. On June 2, 1994, Herb
Johl, as Chairperson of the Howard
County Historic District Commission,
paid tribute to Jean on her retirement
from the Commission. Included in his
remarks are the following:

“I'd like to take these moments
to tell you some of the accomplish-

Jean Hannon

ments this wonderful lady has made
while she’s been involved in the
historic preservation of this area over
these many years.

“In 1960 she was the recipient of
a Maryland House and Garden award
for her efforts in initiating and super-
vising a restoration movement by
garden clubs and civic
organizations in Ellicott City. At the
same time she founded and was
President of Historic Ellicott Mills,
Inc., a predecessor of today’s
Historic Ellicott City, Inc. Then, in

Jean Hannon receiving the Preservation Howard County Award from President Mary Catherine Cochran.

1961, Jean initiated and supervised
the prst antique shop in town called
‘The Old Line Shop,’ a project of
Historic Ellicott Mills. In addition

to getting the town involved in a
ipaint-up, px-upd campaign, Jean gave
promotional slide talks about Ellicott
City throughout the state. The prst
walking tours of the town were also
initiated by her. ...due to Jean’s
efforts, boundaries were depned and
adopted, resulting in the creation of

See Hannon, continued on page 4

Annual Meeting

The annual membership meeting of
HEC, Inc. will be held on April 7 at

7 p.m. at Tersiguel’s French Country
Restaurant on Main Street in the
Historic District. The roster of of-
bcers, directors and advisors will be
voted on, and a presentation about
the oral history program and the
book that resulted from it—
Remembering Ellicott City:
Memories of the Patapsco River
Valley—wiill be offered. Current and
prospective members are invited.
Light refreshments and a cash bar will
be offered. Please RSVP by April 3 by
calling 410-461-6908.

410-461-6908 A www.historicec.com
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By Charlotte Holland

As spring approaches and we
prepare for our annual membership
meeting and the election of ofpcers
and board members, I'd like to take
this opportunity to thank everyone
for their support and hard work
during my four years as president of
Historic Ellicott City, Inc.

During this period we've seen

many changes in our operations
while still pursuing our mission of
preservation, restoration and
education in Ellicott City and the
surrounding area of Howard County.
Our 25-year management of the
Ellicott City Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad Museum ceased in Janu-

ary 2005, as did our oversight of the
Thomas Isaac Log Cabin and the
Heritage Orientation Center, when
Howard County government as-
sumed management of those proper-
ties. In December 2006 our ofpces
moved to attractive new quarters

in the Architecture Collaborative
building on Main Street where at
our monthly board meetings we can

Oral Histories

We are continuing to collect oral histories, particularly memories of the
Historic District of Ellicott City through the years. So far we have collected sto-
ries as wide ranging as personal experiences of Tropical Storm Agnes in 1972, a
scary night at the Ellicott City B&O Railroad Station Museum, and what it was
like to live in a converted mill building. Tell us your story. Call 410-461-6908 to
make an appointment.

view the lights bouncing off Tiber
River through the glass yooring of the
conference room. In March 2007 we
signed a lease with the County for
land on which to build our replica mill
education center. And who among

us can forget the crowning achieve-
ments of our Decorator Show House
Committee - Longwood, The Lawn,
Woodford Farm, and Homewood
Farm.

I'm conpdent you'll all welcome
our new president Debbie Kemp as
she assumes ofpce in April and con-
tinue the good work far into the
future. Thank you again and hope to
see you at the annual meeting or one
of our other activities.

By Janet Kusterer

A few people have told us, “hey,
the potential mill project is exciting,
but how about us doing something
smaller, just to keep our name out
there.” Good idea. We have come up
with two great ideas—the continuing
oral history program, and the new
plague program. If you would like
to participate in either, let us know.
Once the show house is set we’ll
probably include oral history days
there, as well as book signings. This
25th show house will be memorable,
with many special features. As always,
we treasure your volunteer participa-
tion in any way that works for you.
You WILL have fun, and it’s for a
good cause. Join us!
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Homewood Farm

Thanks to all who
participated in our 2008 show
house, Homewood Farm.

It was a great success, and
the proceeds are part of the
funds being raised to build a
Mill Education Center in the
Historic District of Ellicott
City. Special thanks go to all
the volunteers, especially
co-chairs Wanda Mathews,
Lorna Ozgun and Claire Ful-
ton and design chair Carroll
Frey. The next show housefi
our 25th!—will be announced
at the annual meeting on
April 7.

Ribbon cutting at the Preview Party for Homewood Farm. From left - Wanda Mathews, Claire Fulton, County Executive
Ken Ulman, Charlotte Holland, Carroll Frey and Lorna Ozgun.

Guests enjoying the Preview Party at Homewood Farm.

Show house committee members have visited a variety of prospec-
tive venues for the 25th decorator show house. Members shown are
Ellen Bell, Angie Nys, Carroll Frey, Lorna Ozgun, Claire Fulton, Wanda
Mathews, and Kelly Cummings. They expect to announce their choice
at the annual membership meeting on April 7.
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Alison Ellicott Mylander

On February 7, 2009, the How-
ard County Department of Parks
and Recreation sponsored a day-long
history program at Waverly Mansion.
There, representatives of HEC, Inc.
were pleased to meet Alison Ellicott
Mylander, an Ellicott descendent who
in 1991 wrote a book about the early
Ellicotts published by Historic Ellicott
City, Inc. The book, The Ellicotts:
Striving for a Holy Community;,
has been a fundraiser for HEC, Inc.
for many years. Alison gave an in-
formative talk on the early Ellicotts,
from whom she is descended. Alison
brought along her two young sons,
appropriately named Andrew and
John (there seems to be men with
that name in every generation of

Ellicotts,) who passed around various
photographs and articles related to
her talk. Alison and her family cur-
rently reside in New York State.

Alison Ellicott Mylander and her sons.

Hannon, continued from page 1

this Historic District for Ellicott City. She served as First Vice-President of His-

toric Ellicott City, Inc.

“Jean has been involved in numerous other activities these many long years

as well. Notably, she’s

A Served on the Ellicott City Bicentennial Committee.
A Was the Maryland Historical Trust representative for Ellicott City for 10

years.

A Chaired the committee to list historic structures in Howard County for the

Maryland Historic Trust.

A Participated in all County planning studies concerning Ellicott City.
R Depned the Historic District boundaries, and wrote and submitted the
historical material for the Maryland Historical Trust Register and the National

Register of Historic Places.

A Authored 6A Guide to Buildings and Restoration in Ellicott City, MD.6

A Served on the Board of Directors and was recording secretary for the
Friends of the Patapsco Female Institute.

A Published a column in the dHoward County News6 of Historic Homes and

Areas in Howard County.

A Helped in the research and creation of the prst iSight and Soundi show at the
Ellicott City B&O Railroad Station Museum.
A And even designed the Howard County Flag!

Plague
Program

Historic Ellicott City, Inc. is
pleased to announce that we, in part-
nership with the Ellicott City Resto-
ration Foundation and the Howard
County Historical Society, are moving
ahead on the Plaque Program initi-
ated by the Ellicott City Restoration
Foundation in 1998. These hand-
some bronze plaques are designed to
promote awareness of local history,
and when enough are installed the
corollary plan is to create a brochure
indicating the locations of each. This
program has the approval of the
Historic District Commission. Thanks
to a donation by River Hill Garden
Center, Historic Ellicott City, Inc. is
able to pay $150 of the approximately
$300 cost of the plaques (subject to
change.) Any property owner in the
Historic District interested in partici-
pating in the program should contact
the ofpce at 410-461-6908 or email
janetkusterer@juno.com.
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JY THE BOOKS

Historic Ellicott City, Inc.is executive
director, Janet Kusterer, and Advisory
Board member Victoria Goeller have
joined forces to produce a fascinating
history of Ellicott City, based largely
on the colorful prsthand accounts

by local residents. This oral history
program has been in place in the
organization for several years, and
the resulting anecdotes are gathered
here together for the prst time.
Published by The History Press, Re-
membering Ellicott City: Stories
of the Patapsco River Valley is
available at many local venues, includ-
ing Barnes and Noble and the Tour-
ism Visitors Center, or by calling the
ofpce at 410-461-6908 or emailing to
janetkusterer@juno.com.

Historic Ellicott City, Inc. has published two books that are valuable resources
for your collection of local history. They are Ellicott City, Maryland, Mill
Town USA, updated, which sells for $17.95 and The Ellicott City B&O Rail-
road Station, available at $9.95. Both make pne holiday gifts. Call the HEC,

Inc. ofpce at 410-461-6908 to order.
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Members and Friends

Howard County’s ‘Information
Lady’ Ann Ryder passed away on
Monday, March 9. She was an active
member of HEC, Inc.’s Advisory
Council and will be sorely missed.
County Executive Ken Ulman
declared Friday, March 13 as Ann
Harrison Ryder Remembrance Day in
Howard County. It would have been
her 77th birthday. In addition to her
active participation in the activities
of HEC, Inc. Ann was involved in the
Howard County Historical Society
and the Friends of the Patapsco
Female Institute. She was a member
of the Soroptimists and FISH of
Howard County and a volunteer for
the Red Cross. She was chairwoman
of the Winterset Cotillion, a ballroom

dancing event.

Former HEC, Inc. president
Robert Kelvey (1985-1987) passed
away on Thursday February 19.

Our friends Angie and Michel
Tersiguel welcomed their son, Lucas
Ferdinand Tersiguel, into the world
on January 30.
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YES, I would like to become a member of Historic Ellicott City. Inc. | want to support the cause and enjoy the newsletter and
other benepts of membership.

My check, made payable to HEC, Inc., is for the following category (check one):

I I
I I
I I
I I
I I
| Basic: Contributing: |
| — Student Or SENIOT.......ccvviiiiiiei e $20.00 _ Supporting/Busingss SPONSON .........ccoevvrereeerereneens $50.00 |
| — INAIVIAUAL ... $30.00 _ Patron . $100.00-$499.00 |
| — FAMIY .o $40.00 ___ Benefactor/Corporate .........c.ccceevrvrenne. $500.00-$999.00 |
| _ Life/Preservationist ...........cccccevvereviieieniieses $1,000+ |
: Name :
| Address |
I I
| City State Zip |
I I
| Phone (Home) (Ofpce) |
I Email I
I I
I I

Mail completed form with check to HEC, Inc., RO. Box 244, Ellicott City, Maryland 21041



